
Jesus, Our Vine Rotation
Lesson Format

Jesus, Our Vine Lesson Format:  Week One
Written by Beth Tobin for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Olympia, WA.  Copyright 2009. Updated in 2017.  
Permission granted to freely distribute and use, provided the copyright message is included.

10:00
Welcome students warmly and introduce yourself.   Please make sure everyone 
including yourself is wearing a name tag. Shepherds will take attendance.

10:02
Say:  Today we will be learning more about a story Jesus told his disciples in the 
Gospel of John.  We’ll start with a quick review of our Bible Skills.

Week One Bible Skills Review: (Depending upon the age of the class, and how many weeks into 
the rotation, this should go quickly.  You are just checking to make sure everyone has these concepts 
down.  Please be sensitive to new students.  With students who have just received their Bibles [second 
graders  - beginning of October] you can make them feel very special about knowing so much already!) 

•  How many main parts does the Bible have?  Two
•  What are the two main parts?  The Old Testament and the New Testament.  
•  How do you tell the difference?  The NT is about Jesus, or starts when Jesus was 

born.  The OT takes place before Jesus was born.

10:04
Say:  When Jesus told stories, he used things people in Bible times knew a lot about so 
they, like us, would understand them better.  Some examples are:  plants, sheep, 
grapes, and people.  In today’s story, Jesus uses a vine and branches.

Ask:  What do you know about vines?  (Accept answers.)

Say:  Let’s read what Jesus is saying.  This story takes place at the end of the Last 
Supper before Jesus and the disciples go into the Garden of Gethsemane and Jesus is 
betrayed.  Jesus is saying “good-bye” to his disciples and helping them know what to do 
after he goes to heaven.  We’re going to read a little bit of this story each week.  Please 
open your Bibles to John 15.

Help the students find John 15 in the Bible.  [Demonstrate if needed:  With the spine 
of the Bible resting on a lap or table, open the Bible about half way.  Then open the right 
hand half, half way again.  This should open to somewhere in one of the four gospels.]

10:08
Week One Bible Reading:  John 15:1-8   Discuss with the students how this section 
describes our relationship with God.  God loves us so much and wants us to be 
connected to Him.  When we are, He can fill us up with all kinds of good things so that 
we can love and help others.  Note how we are “pruned” like fruit trees so we can bear 
more fruit - or handle more situations or do more and know more about God.  God 
wants us to abide (be connected to) in Him.  Like the branches that wither and are 
burned, we loose our gifts if we don’t use them.  
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10:15
Insert Activity Here:  

10:35
Lesson Closure: 

Ask:  Why does God want us to be connected with Him or abide in Him?  He loves us.

Say:  Let’s learn our memory verse:  John 15:5

Say:  Repeat memory verse, echoing phrase by phrase.  When most students seem 
comfortable with it, try saying it in unison.   Ask students to underline this verse in 
their Bible.  Note the translation might be different.

Memory Verse:  John 15:5  NRSV  
“I am the vine, //  you are the branches.  //  Those who abide in me  //  and I in 
them  //   bear much fruit,  //  because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Ask:  What do you think it means that Jesus is the vine?  How is that helpful to us?
  Note - abide means:  connected to

(Some ideas include - Jesus is:  strong, helps us, supports us, guides us, teaches us, 
cares for us, loves us, nutrients/love/gifts flow into us.  Just like branches don’t exist 
without a vine - we don’t live a life full of God’s love without staying connected to God.)

Hand out the Faith Journal Sheet.  If there is time, help them get started on it in class.  
If not, encourage them to work on it at home and share it with their families. 

Let’s pray:  Dear Jesus,  Thank you for being our strong vine.  Help us to stay 
connected to you and let your love flow through us to help others.  Amen.

10:40
Thank students for coming to Sunday school.  Encourage them to come back next 
week and bring their Bibles, their great smile, and a friend!  Shepherds will lead 
students to Closing in the Choir Room. 
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Jesus, Our Vine Lesson Format:  Week Two
Written by Beth Tobin for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Olympia, WA.  Copyright 2009. Updated in 2017. 
Permission granted to freely distribute and use, provided the copyright message is included.

10:00
Welcome students warmly and introduce yourself.   Please make sure everyone 
including yourself is wearing a name tag.  Shepherds will take attendance.

10:02
Say:  Today we will be learning more about a story Jesus told his disciples in the 
Gospel of John.  We’ll start with a quick review of our Bible Skills.

Week Two Bible Skills Review: (Depending upon the age of the class, and how many weeks into 
the rotation, this should go quickly.  You are just checking to make sure everyone has these concepts 
down.  Please be sensitive to new students.  With students who have just received their Bibles [second 
graders  - end of September] you can make them feel very special about knowing so much already!)

•  Any Bible skills from week one - especially with grades one and two.
•  What are the four Gospels?  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
•  Gospel translates to:  “Good News”
•  What is the “Good News?”  What are the four Gospels are about?  The birth, life, 

ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

10:04
Say:  In the story of the vine and branches, which did Jesus say he was?  The vine or 
the branch?  (The vine.)  What do you think this might mean?  (Some ideas include - 
Jesus is:  strong, helps us, supports us, guides us, teaches us, cares for us, loves us, 
nutrients/love/gifts flow into us.  Just like branches don’t exist without a vine - we don’t 
live a life full of God’s love without staying connected to God.)  

Say:  Remember, this story takes place at the end of the Last Supper before Jesus and 
the disciples go into the Garden of Gethsemane and Jesus is betrayed.  Jesus is saying 
“good-bye” to his disciples and helping them know what to do after he goes to heaven.  
We’re going to read a little bit of this story each week.  Last week we read about our 
relationship with Jesus.  Today, we’ll read about our relationship with others.   Please 
open your Bibles to John 15:9.

Help the students find John 15 in the Bible.  [Demonstrate if needed:  With the spine 
of the Bible resting on a lap or table, open the Bible about half way.  Then open the right 
hand half, half way again.  This should open to somewhere in one of the four gospels.]

10:08
Week Two Bible Reading:  Read verses 9-17.  Discuss with students how this section 
describes our relationship with others.  In verse 11, Jesus wants His joy to be in us.  
Students may recall that ‘joy’ is one of the fruits of the spirit.  Have them share some 
times when they have been filled with joy.  In verse 12 Jesus commands us to love 
others, as He loves us, and in verse 16 Jesus makes it clear that He has chosen us, 
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and invites us to choose Him.  Ask students:  What are some ways we can choose 
God?

10:15
Insert Activity Here

10:35
Lesson Closure: 

Ask:  Jesus commands us to love others as he loves us.  How can being a healthy 
branch help us to love others?

(Some ideas include:  By being connected - abiding in the vine - we learn more about 
God, God lives in us and His love flows into us, like the nutrients flowing into the leaves 
or branches of a vine.  Our branches are able to grow strong and bear fruit  - allowing 
us to help and show love to others.  When we learn about God, and follow Gods ways 
we are connected.  By making good choices in our lives we will be examples for others 
and help them to know about God too and we’ll be filled with joy!  By using the gifts God 
gives to us, we are sharing our ‘fruit’ with others.) 

Say:  Let’s practice our memory verse:  John 15:5

Write the verse on chart paper.  Leave the underlined words below blank and have 
students suggest the missing words, then read the verse together.  Read it again 
and then flip the paper over and try to say the verse from memory.   If students did 
not underline this verse in their Bible last week, please ask them to underline this verse 
in their Bible.  Note the translation might be different.

Memory Verse:  John 15:5  NRSV  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Hand out the Faith Journal Sheet.  If there is time, help them get started on it in class.  
If not, encourage them to work on it at home and share it with their families. 

Let’s pray:  Dear Jesus,  Thank you for helping us to be healthy branches.  Help 
us to stay connected to you so that we may better help and love others.  Amen.

10:40
Thank students for coming to Sunday school.  Encourage them to come back next 
week and bring their Bibles, their great smile, and a friend!  Shepherds will lead 
students to Closing in the Choir Room.  
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Jesus, Our Vine Lesson Format:  Week Three
Written by Beth Tobin for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Olympia, WA.  Copyright 2009. Updated in 2017.  
Permission granted to freely distribute and use, provided the copyright message is included.

10:00
Welcome students warmly and introduce yourself.   Please make sure everyone 
including yourself is wearing a name tag.  Shepherds will take attendance.

10:02
Say:  Today we will be learning more about a story Jesus told his disciples in the 
Gospel of John.  We’ll start with a quick review of our Bible Skills. 

Week Three Bible Skills and Concepts Review: (Depending upon the age of the class, and 
how many weeks into the rotation, this should go quickly.  You are just checking to make sure everyone 
has these concepts down.  Please be sensitive to new students.  With students who have just received 
their Bibles [second graders  - end of September] you can make them feel very special about knowing so 
much already!)

•  Any Bible skills from week one - especially with grades one and two. 
•  Any Bible skills from week two - especially with younger grades.
•  Recap thoughts about Jesus metaphor of Him as the vine.

Say:  Remember, we’ve been reading about Jesus talk with his disciples at the end of 
the Last Supper before Jesus and the disciples go into the Garden of Gethsemane and 
Jesus is betrayed.

We read about our relationship with Jesus, and about our relationship with others and 
how Jesus command to love others as he loves us.  How can being a healthy branch 
help us to love others?

(Some ideas include:  By being connected - abiding in the vine - we learn more about 
God, God lives in us and His love flows into us, like the nutrients flowing into the leaves 
or branches of a vine.  Our branches are able to grow strong and bear fruit  - allowing 
us to help and show love to others.  When we learn about God, and follow Gods ways 
we are connected.  By making good choices in our lives we will be examples for others 
and help them to know about God too and we’ll be filled with joy!  By using the gifts God 
gives to us, we are sharing our ‘fruit’ with others.)

Say:  Today we will hear about our relationship with the ‘outside world’ - people who 
don’t necessarily believe in God.  Jesus refers to how mean the people will be to him 
when they crucify him on the cross as he explains to his disciples the fact that ‘If they 
didn’t like me, don’t be surprised if they don’t like you.’  This story is being told right 
before Jesus is arrested, and then crucified.  Jesus knows what is coming and He 
knows he will be leaving His disciples.  What he is saying is very important.

Let’s read it.  Please open your Bibles to John 15:18
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10:08
Week Three Bible Reading:  Read verses 18 - 25, and then 26-27.  Please read this 
yourself ahead of time and paraphrase verses 18-25 for first and second graders.

As stated above:  In verses 18 -25 Jesus is explaining to his disciples the fact that ‘If 
they didn’t like me, don’t be surprised if they don’t like you.’  This parable is being 
told right before Jesus is arrested, and then crucified.  Jesus knows what is coming 
and He knows he will be leaving His disciples.  What he is saying is very important.  

He wants them to know how much He loves them and is with them.  He wants them and 
us to be with Him - abide in Him,  - to be connected with Him - and he wants us to know 
that there are going to be people that don’t believe in God and that don’t know about 
God.  And, that there will be people who only want to accept God on their own terms.  
(God is okay if it fits in with their schedule, or helps them out in some way.)  Sometimes 
we may encounter this at school.  The disciples and Jesus encountered this in the 
temple.  The chief priests and scribes didn’t like what they were hearing!  

In verses 26-27, Jesus assures us that He will always be with us.  The ‘advocate’ is the 
Holy Spirit.  What is the name of the day of the church year that celebrates the coming 
of the Holy Spirit?  (Pentecost)

10:15
Insert Activity Here:

10:35
Lesson Closure: 

Ask:  

What do you think about God?  
What do your friends think about God?  
What does your family think about God?  
How does God fit into your schedule?  
Do you regularly make time for Him or is it just when nothing else is going on?

At the very end of John 15, Jesus commands us to tell others about God’s love.  How 
might we do that?  (Among other ideas:  Practicing using the gifts of the fruits of the 
spirit:  Love, Joy, Peach, Patience, Generosity, Kindness, Gentleness, Faithfulness, and 
Self-control.  Being an example for others, inviting friends to Sunday school, or church 
activities, praying before meals when friends are over.)

Say:  Let’s practice our memory verse:  John 15:5
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Write word of the verse on a 3x5 card.  Scramble the cards on the table and have 
the class work together to put them in the right order and then read the verse 
together.  Read it again and then flip the cards over and try to say the verse from 
memory.   If students did not underline this verse in their Bible last week, please ask 
them to underline this verse in their Bible.  Note the translation might be different.

Memory Verse:  John 15:5  NRSV  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Hand out the Faith Journal Sheet.  If there is time, help them get started on it in class.  
If not, encourage them to work on it at home and share it with their families. 

Let’s pray:  Dear Jesus,  Thank you for being our vine and helping us to grow to 
be healthy branches.  Help us to always make time for You and to stay strong in 
our faith knowing you are with us always.  Amen.

10:40
Thank students for coming to Sunday school.  Encourage them to come back next 
week and bring their Bibles, their great smile, and a friend!  Shepherds will lead 
students to Closing in the Choir Room. 
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